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SANCTIFICATION, TOO, IS BY GRACE 


Oftentimes we have become entangled in the very natural but 
dangerous business of trying to put sanctification on some other basis 
than grace: sanctification by works, sanctification by will power, sanc- 
tification by separation, et cetera. ... The sanctified life is a walk 
in the light. . . . Confession and cleansing take place in the light... . 
When we “walk in the light”, we have fellowship with God, because 
no effort is made to camouflage or deceive .... He knows the worst 
about us. ... But He meets that worst with His best and continues 
to work in us “Both to will and to do of His good pleasure”. . . . A good 
motto for the Christian should be: “No conformity to the world; no 
compromise with the Devil; and no confidence in the flesh.” 


—Billy Graham, in 
THE WORD FOR THIS CENTURY 
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The lead article in this issue (p. 5) 
is the story of our denomination and 
the reasons for its continuing separate 
existence, told in a simple and refresh- 
ing way. You will be interested to 
know that the author of this piece has 
just completed his sophomore year in 
college. The sermon (p. 7) has po- 
litical implications for these days of 
political interest. 





According to a dispatch hot from 
Rome, the Pope has just approved 
“time-shortening abbreviations” in the 
breviary and the Missal in the face of 
“the growing burden of pastoral du- 
ties’ resting upon priests. In other 
words, the required daily Office which 
used to take from 30 to 50 minutes 
to recite, and which sometimes barely 
got recited before the stroke of mid- 
night, will now take about half as long. 
The idea is to reduce the daily prayers 
so as to make room for more im- 
portant things . . . politics, perhaps? 





We have just counted the re-prints 
shipped from the business office over 
the two-weeks’ period just past. There 
were 1974 reprints of Journal articles 
the first week, representing 10 titles; 
and 1399 reprints the second, repre- 
senting 19 titles. Especially popular 
just now are When The Debacle Comes, 
by Dr. Bell (25c doz., $2.50 hundred) 
and Look Out For The Roman Cath- 
olic Church, by the Rev. J. W. Hassell 
(20c doz., $2.00 hundred). 





Misses Biddy Power, Rhea Power 
and Carole Jo Canon, of the Shongalo 
church, Vaiden, Miss. have recited the 
Shorter Catechism and claimed the 
Journal award of a beautiful King 
James Bible. Congratulations! 





Delegates to one of the recent Con- 
ventions were admonished in a mimeo- 
graphed bulletin to bow their heads 
during the prayers. The reason? The 
TV cameras were turned on. 
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News ROUNDUP 











BURMA — Bumping over the moun- 
tain roads of Burma is a gallant old 
truck that most Americans would have 
turned in for a new model a dozen 
years ago. 


On its radiator is a two foot square 
metal cross, illuminated at night by a 
strong light to identify it to the rebels 
and bandits who infest the mountain- 
sides around Kentung and Taungyi. 


Citizens are ambushed and killed by 
these desperadoes every week — but 
the truck has never stopped, or had to 
dodge, a single bullet. 


The truck has a history in which 
American Christians can take justifi- 
able pride. 


It is a survivor of six vehicles sent 
to Burma in 1946, through Church 
World Service, international relief 
agency. For four years it saw punish- 
ing service in the far north, then was 
driven back to Taungyi to be junked. 


But a Christian Burmese physician, 
Dr. San Hliang, saw the truck and de- 
cided that anything that could still 
run was worth a second chance. 


He rescued it from the junkyard, 
made considerable repairs — and con- 
verted it into a mobile clinic, to carry 
healing and health education to the 
remote villages of Burma. 


That was in 1950. Today, after ten 
years, Dr. Hliang and his truck are 
still a team. Everyone in the hills 
knows the sight of its paneled sides 
and the sound of its ancient motor as it 
chugs courageously up the slopes to 
help them. 


In continuous use every year dur- 
ing the eight months of the non-rainy 
season, it has traveled at least 200,000 
miles over rocky and rutted roads in 
the hundred miles of mountains that it 
serves. 
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Reds Threaten Graham 


BERLIN — (RNS) American 
Evangelist Billy Graham will be ar- 
rested if he enters the Communist 
sector of Berlin to hold a service, 
Waldemar Schmidt, deputy mayor of 
East Berlin, warned here. 


Following two weeks of meetings in 
Essen and Hamburg, Dr. Graham will 
speak nightly from Sept. 26 to Oct. 
2 in this outpost of freedom 120 miles 
behind the Iron Curtain. The local 
committee for the meeting here is 
seeking permission to hold one service 
in East Berlin. 


Mayor Schmidt reportedly gave as 
reasons for his refusal that “hysterical 
mass psychosis is not desired in so- 
cialist countries” and that “the wan- 
dering preacher, as a tool of the West, 
inserts political utterances in his mass 
meetings.” 





Early Christmas Noted 


RIDGECREST, N. C. — (RNS) — 
Christmas was observed by the 435 
members of a Ridgecrest Baptist As- 
sembly Conference in July in order to 
“celebrate the real birth of Christ 
without the commercialization that is 
so prevalent in December.” 


The Southern Baptists, who have 
been following this practice for several 
years, placed a giant lighted Christmas 
tree in their staff dining hall and 
joined in singing traditional Christmas 
carols. 


They also presented a drama, 
“Christmas in the Market Place,” and 
held a Christmas campfire service. 


Someday — though there is still no 
sign of it — the metal, and rubber, 
and wire of the stalwart old truck 
will shiver into motion for the inevit- 
able last ride. But it will live far be- 


yond that day in the memories of peo- 
ple grateful for the mercy it has car- 
ried in the Name of Christ. 






/ AUGUST 24, 


Lutherans Scrutinize Ecumenical ‘Concerns’ 


THIENSVILLE, Wis. — (RNS) — 
An international conference of con- 
servative Lutheran theologians here 
heard a charge that exponents of the 
ecumenical (world church) movement 
are more concerned with social and 
political problems than with the doc- 
trinal and organizational differences 
of the participating denominations. 


The allegation was made by the 
Rev. George O. Lillegard, a professor 
at Bethany College, Mankato, Minn. 


“It is a demonstration of the super- 
ficiality and shallowness of modern 
man in religious matters,” Prof. Lille- 
gard said, “that so many people want 
to ignore all differences between the 
Churches and unite them at whatever 
cost on the muddiest and vaguest 
creed — or lack of it — that can be 
concocted. 


“The only unity that counts in the 
Christian Church is the unity of the 
faith, which it is the first duty of the 
Church to maintain, defend and prop- 
agate.” 


He contended that “nowhere in 
Seripture has the Church been given 
the authority to reshape the economic 
and political life of the world, or to 
establish international law, or to arbi- 
trate between classes and races and 
nations . . .” 


The ecumenical movement, Prof. 
Lillegard continued, seeks to bring the 
entire Christian Church under con- 
trol without regard for differences in 
doctrine or organization of the relig- 
ious groups. 


Later in the conference Dr. Martin 
H. Franzman of Concordia Seminary, 
St. Louis, said divisions in Christianity 
are the result, not the cause, of the 
weakness of the church. He noted that 
men always seek to create a strong 
church. 


“Since they mistakenly see the di- 
vision in the church as the cause of 
its weakness and not as the result of 
that weakness,” he said, “the danger 
and temptation is that they strive for 
strength by combining ecclesiastical 
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aggregates on terms which compromise, 
dilute, or pervert the revelatory word 
which is the basis and sustenance of 
fellowship.” 


Prof. Franzmann said that the 
“strong” church thus called into being 
was incapable of an effective min- 
istry “because the impulse and power 
for edification has been impeded at 
its source in the revelatory word.” 


Another paper presented to the con- 
ference opposed doctrinal discussions 
between Lutherans and Roman Cath- 
olics under present conditions. The 
Rev. John Daniel of Bethlehem, Pa., 
noted that some Lutherans had raised 
the possibility of such discussions. 


“The back to Rome movement is 
not in accord with Biblical, apostolic 
or confessional Lutheran principles, 
for it would mean only submission to 
a papal system,” the pastor said. 


A Lutheran theologian and authority 
on church music has charged that the 
quality of Protestant worship in Amer- 
ica has deteriorated “because of a de- 
mand for a false unity among the 
Churches.” 


Dr. Walter E. Buszin, a teacher of 
liturgy and hymnology at Concordia 
Theological seminary, St. Louis, told 
the conference of conservative theol- 
ogians at Thiensville, that demands for 
union without unity had a direct re- 
flection in the worship life of Protes- 
tants. 


“Not only do we find Protestant 
members of the clergy conducting serv- 
ices of worship with Jews and others 
who do not believe in Christ, but not 
a few Protestant musicians do not 
hesitate to serve as organists, choir- 
masters, soloists and choir members in 
Jewish temples and Christian Science 
churches,” Prof. Buszin said. He 
added: 


“They thereby furnish evidence of 
the fact that the performance of 
church music is to them merely an 
art and a skill and not an expression 
of worship, confession and testimony 
in the Name of the triune God.” 





Vandy Dean Gets Post 


PRINCETON, N. J. — (RNS) — 
Dr. J. Robert Nelson, who resigned as 
dean of Vanderbilt University Divinity 
School, Nashville, Tenn., in protest 
over the expulsion of a Negro student 
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involved in sit-in demonstrations, has 
accepted a post as visiting professor 
of ecumenics at Princeton Theological 
Seminary. 


Dr. James I. McCord, president of 
the seminary, announced the appoint- 
ment for the 1960-61 academic year. 
Ecumenics is the study of ideas gen- 
erally associated 
church. 


with a_ universal 





Congo Mission Looks 
To Re-Opening Work 


NASHVILLE, Tenn.—Plans are be- 
ing made for continuance of mission- 
ary work in the Congo, but no definite 
decisions have been made yet on how 
soon any of the Presbyterian stations 
can be re-opened. 


The Board of World Missions has 
received word that six men who had 
been in Southern Rhodesia went back 
into the Congo, presumably to survey 
the situation. Their report had not 
been received at press time for this 
issue of the Journal. 


Going in, according to a letter re- 
layed to Board offiicals, were: Dr. 
John Miller, John Davis, Dr. Hugh 
Farrior, Dr. Henry Nelson, the Rev. 
David Miller and the Rev. W. C. Wash- 
burn. Accompanying them was Mal- 
lory Davis, teenage son of Mr. and 
Mrs. John Davis. 


In their first communication with 
the group in Southern Rhodesia, they 
said they found the stations at Lu- 
bondai and Kasha “O. K.” 


Meanwhile, press reports quoted 
Congo Prime Minister Patrice Lu- 
mumba as saying, “We want the mis- 
sionaries to remain.” He added: “For 
years it was only the missions who 


looked after the Congolese. We ask 
them to continue their help.” 
Before evacuating the Southern 


Presbyterian missionaries turned the 
keys to their buildings over to Congo- 
lese Christians. The natives reported- 
ly posted around-the-clock guards at 
the station properties. 

Meanwhile, it was reported that 
plans were going ahead for opening 
of an interdenominational Protestant 
theological faculty at Elizabethville 
this fall. It is sponsored by six Prot- 
estant groups, including the Presby- 
terian Church, U. S. A _ $100,000 
grant for the institution has just been 
announced by the International Mis- 
sionary Council. Total cost is expect- 
ed to be $300,000. 
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Two Sides Of Argument 
Credited To Candidate 


WASHINGTON — Sen. John Ken- 
nedy has “carefully worked both sides 
of the argument” about whether there 
is a “Catholic vote” in the United 
States, Don Gill of the National Asso- 
ciation of Evangelicals’ office of pub- 
lic affairs observes in the August is- 
sue of United Evangelical Action. 


Gill pointed out that the presidential! 
candidate recently went before some 
of the nation’s top newspaper editors 
in an attempt to prove that there is 
no such thing as a “Catholic vote.” 


At the 1956 Democratic convention, 
the senator circulated a memorandum 
telling of the “Catholic vote” and 
warning that the Democrats would lose 
it unless a person of that faith got a 
place on the ballot. 


Gill said top political observers be- 
lieve the reverse “was not due to any 
change of mind on Kennedy’s part.” 
He took both sides “according to which 
side seemed to his advantage in a given 
situation,” the NAE spokesman noted. 


In the same issue of Action Gil] 
said the administrator of the Federal 
Aviation Agency appeared before Con- 
gressional committees to say that legis- 
lation to ban serving of alcoholic bev- 
erages is “not necessary” in the in- 
terest of air safety. At the same time, 
the Air Line Pilots Association insist- 
ed that the drinks must be taken off 
if air safety is to be assured. 





Excavators At Gibeon 
Find Ancient Skeletons 


AMMAN, Jordan — (RNS) — 
American archaeologists have found 
skeletons dating from the 16th century 
B.C. in an ancient cemetery on the 
site of the Biblical city of Gibeon. 


Discovery of tombs dating from the 
time of Joshua, the archaeologists 
said, was the first evidence found so 
far of habitation in this period. 


Gibeon, mentioned more than 40 
times in the Bible, was unearthed sev- 
eral years ago after four seasons of 
excavation by an expedition co-spon- 
sored by the Church Divinity Schoo! 
of the Pacific, Berkeley, Cal., and the 
University of Pennsylvania. The ex- 
cavation site is at the Jordanian vil- 
lage of Job, eight miles north of Je- 
rusalem. 
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The Presbyterian Church had its be- 
ginnings in America early in the 18th 
Century. In 1706 the first Presby- 
tery was formed in Philadelphia with 
seven ministers present. In 1716 the 
first Synod met, also in Philadelphia, 
and in 1786 a Constitution was drafted 
for a General Assembly, the first meet- 
ing of which took place in 1789. 


Even before the meeting of the 
first General Assembly, the first split 
had occurred in the Church. During 
the great revival of the 1740’s called 
the “Great Awakening,” those who 
supported the revival and_ revival 
methods (the New Side) and those 
who preferred traditional worship pro- 
cedures (the Old Side) parted com- 
pany. This schism lasted for just a 
little over seventeen years and in 
1758 reunion was accomplished. 


The Presbyterian Church continued 
to grow in subsequent years. By 1800 
there were 40,000 communicants in 
the Church and a desperate need arose 
for more ministers. This need was 
especially felt in the western Presby- 
teries which were rapidly expanding 
with the new frontier. To meet this 
need the General Assembly of 1800 
adopted a Plan of Union with the 
Congregational Church under a system 
whereby either Church could call min- 
isters from the other’s clergy. 


The Plan of Union, however, con- 
tained the seeds of great discord. It 
caused a lessening of the strict doc- 
trinal standards of the Presbyterians. 
And it lowered the high standards of 
education which had been maintained 
within the Presbyterian Church for its 
ministers. The older Scotch and 
Scottish-Irish element began to view 
with increasing alarm the “yankee- 
izing” of the Church as its membership 
increased more than seven-fold be- 
tween 1810 and 1880. 


Some people began to call many 
of the new churches Presbygational 
churches because the merger of the 
denominations diluted the original 
Calvinistic theology with Hopkinism 


The first two hundred years in America 


The Divisions of the Presbyterian Church 


and other humanistic doctrines. 
Though united, friction mounted be- 
tween the “Old School’ (men who 
upheld the basic Calvinism of the 
Church as exemplified in the West- 
minster Confession of Faith) and the 
“New School” (men who had adopted 
liberal ideas in theology and govern- 
ment). The “New School” thought 
tended to concentrate in the North be- 
cause the Congregational influence 
had been stronger there than in the 
South where traditional patterns of 
Presbyterianism continued to prevail. 


Friction continued to mount until 
1835 when the Old School attempted 
to arrest the liberal trends in the 
Church by the use of discipline. Dr. 
Lyman Beecher, Professor of Theology 
at Lane Seminary, was arraigned be- 
fore the Presbytery of Cincinnati in 


1835 and charged with heretical 
teaching. He was ably prosecuted by 
Dr. J. L. Wilson of the Old School 


party but was acquitted. Retried at 
the Synod level, he was again acquit- 
ted. A formal protest was lodged 
with the General Assembly but noth- 
ing came of it. 


the Old 
not able 


When the members of 
School saw that they were 
to curtail the trends in doctrine 
through disciplinary action they de- 
cided upon more drastic measures. 
Their decision was hastened when the 
Assembly of 1836 showed itself clearly 
dominated by the New School party. 


In 1837 the Old School party man- 
aged to muster a majority in the As- 
sembly. The party promptly forced 
passage of resolutions cutting off 
four Synods dominated by the New 
England element (mostly Congrega- 
tionalists). Another resolution passed 
declaring the Plan of Union unconsti- 
tutional. These actions were deemed 
necessary in order to preserve the 
Church from further degeneration in 
doctrine and discipline brought about 
by the New School thought. 


Thus severed, in effect, from the 
main body of the Church, the New 
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School party withdrew entirely, split- 
ting the Church into two almost equal 
divisions. Although both Old and New 
School churches existed in the North 
and the South, those of the Old 
School were more greatly concentrat- 
ed in the South while those of the 
New School were more numerous in 
the North. And the stage was set for 
the further disruption caused by the 
War Between the States. 


The New School Church was the 
first to act upon the question of slav- 
ery, denouncing it mildly in 1838. The 
action caused great bitterness on the 
part of Southerners but did not then 
rupture the New School Church. 


For a while the Old School Church 
evaded the issue. A special commit- 
tee headed by Dr. N. J. Rice tempo- 
rarily preserved peace by recommend- 
ing that the issue not be decided by 
the Church but should be left to the 
State. 


In 1847 the first secession from 
either Church occurred when a group 
of congregations in Ohio left the New 
School Church and formed the Synod 
of the Free Presbyterian Church, on 
the grounds that the New School 
Church had not taken a sufficiently 
strong position on the slavery ques- 
tion, although it had just declared 
slavery “wrong” and _ urged its 
Churches to put away this “evil.” 


In 1857 the New School Assembly 
passed a strong resolution condemn- 
ing slavery. This action caused the 
southern branch of the Church to 
withdraw and set up a separate organi- 
zation which was named the United 
Synod of the South. About 10,000 
communicants were involved in this 
split. 


Meanwhile, with great difficulty the 
Old School Church had remained 
united. Friction, however, continued 
to mount. In 1850 Dr. James H. 
Thornwell, of South Carolina, perhaps 
the most brilliant leader of the 
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Church, preached a dedication ser- 
mon at a Negro church in which he 
defined slavery as an obligation to 
labor for another determined by the 
Providence of God. This position was 
the one taken by the southern branch 
of the Old School Church. 


In May of 1861 the Old School 
General Assembly convened in Phila- 
delphia. On the third day of the 
meeting, the fiery element in the As- 
sembly demanded action on the “state 
of the nation” issue. Dr. Gardiner 
Spring, of the Brick Presbyterian 
Church of New York City emerged 
as the leading spokesman for this ele- 
ment. He offered a resolution to the 
Assembly which read, in part: 


“That a special committee be ap- 

pointed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of making some expres- 
sion of their devotion to the 
Union of these States and their 
loyalty to the Government; and 
if in their judgment it is expedi- 
ent to do so, they report what 
that expression shall be.” 


The action which finally passed the 
Assembly after bitter debate was, in 
part, as follows: 


“That this General Assembly, in 
the spirit of that Christian patriot- 
ism which the Scriptures enjoin 
and which has always character- 
ized this Church, hereby acknowl- 
edge and declare our obligation 
to promote and perpetuate, so far 
as in us lies, the integrity of these 
United States, and to strengthen, 
uphold and encourage the Fed- 
eral Government in the exercise 
of all its functions under our no- 
ble Constitution; and to this Con- 
stitution, in all its provisions, re- 
quirements and principles, we pro- 
fess our undebated loyalty.” 


At the time the Assembly took this 
action seven southern states had al- 
ready seceeded from the Union and it 
seenied to the Southerners that the 
Assembly was playing partisan politics. 
Dr. Charles Hodge, of Princeton, 
protested this action pledging the al- 
legiance of the Church to the federal 
government, but to no avail. 


The action became the “straw” which 
broke the back of a Church already 
seriously weakened by doctrinal dif- 
ferences whereby a more conservative 

‘South viewed with growing dismay a 
more liberal North. 


Almost all of the Southern Presby- 
teries forthwith withdrew, taking with 
them 75,000 communicants. In Au- 
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gust of 1861 a convention was held 
in Atlanta for the purpose of organiz- 
ing a new Assembly. This new Gen- 
eral Assembly met on December 4, 
1861, in Augusta, Ga., calling itself 
the Presbyterian Church in the Con- 
federate States of America. 


There were now four Presbyterian 
Churches in America. Both Old and 
New School Churches were divided 
into northern and southern branches. 
All of these bodies functioned during 
the war to the best of their ability. 
They supplied chaplains to the fight- 
ing forces and maintained aid societies. 
They carried on as much of a home 
missions program as they could. 


The Old School Assembly of the 
North, now known as the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States of Amer- 
ica, continued its support of the prac- 
tices and policies of the Federal Gov- 
ernment under the leadership of Dr. 
R. J. Breckenridge of Kentucky, and 
others. This border state was one of 
those internally divided over the issue 
of slavery. The Presbytery of Louis- 
ville adopted a “Declaration and Testi- 
mony,” upholding slavery as Scriptural. 
Dr. Breckenridge thereupon effected 
the withdrawal from the Synod of sev- 
eral Presbyteries. The majority, how- 
ever, remained and formed an inde- 
pendent Synod. Thus there came to 
be two Synods of Kentucky in the Old 
School northern body, the larger of 
which considering itself an 
pendent Church. 


inde- 


In 18638, while the war was still 
going on, the southern part of the 
New School divided Church (the United 
Synod of the South) sought admission 
to the Southern Church. Thus the 
United Synod came to be the first 
addition to the Presbyterian Church 
of the Confederate States of America 
and the merger was the first reunion 
between the Old and New Schools of 
thought after their separation in 1837. 


The end of the war found northern 
and southern Presbyterians still divided 
and in no mood to reunite. Although 
the wounds from the Civil War might 
soon heal, the wounds inflicted by the 
General Assembly in Philadelphia 
would be slow to heal. The southern 
Assembly met soon after the war and 
changed its name to the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States. 


At this time there was a great deal 
of unrest characterizing the life of 
the border states. In 1869 the inde- 
pendent Synod of Kentucky (largely 
Southern in sympathy during the war) 
applied for admission to the southern 


Assembly and was accepted. This ac- 
tion occurred as a direct result of cer- 
tain “ipso facto” resolutions intro- 
duced by Dr. P. D. Gurley into the 
USA Assembly calling for the dissolve- 
ment of any Presbytery which had fa- 
vored slavery. 


Affected by these resolutions, in 
the USA Church, were some of the 
members of the Synod of Missouri. 
The Synod became defiant against the 
action of the General Assembly in 
adopting the “ipso facto” resolutions. 
In 1866 the Synod split into two parts, 
each claiming to be the true Synod. 
Both Synods sent Commissioners to 
the USA Assembly of 1867. The 
smaller Synod, which had reorganized 
itself according to the implications of 
the “ipso facto” resolutions, was seat- 
ed. The larger Synod declared itself 
an independent body, continuing so 
until 1874 when it voted to unite with 
the southern Assembly. 


In 1870 the New School Church of 
the North and the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. A. reunited into one 
body, having overcome their doctrinal 
differences. The reunion was the end 
result of an evolutionary process be- 
gun after the New School Assembly 
rescinded the Plan of Union in 1852 
and the two bodies began adjusting 
towards each other. The two Church- 
es, it might be said, grew back to- 
gether. 


Now there were only two main 
Presbyterian bodies in the U. S. — 
the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States of America and the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States. A great 
northern Church and a great southern 
Church emerged from the war and 
they stand separate to this very day. 

oe br 4 * * 


Editor’s note — The foregoing is 
an abridgment of a paper done by 
Mr. Weaver while a student at Presby- 
terian Junior College. Here is but 
a brief and sweeping sketch of the 
major divisions and reunions which 
have occurred in the main stream of 
American Presbyterianism, of course. 
Space permitting, mention could have 
been made of such as the Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church which separated 
prior to the War Between the States 
(1810) over the question of ministerial 
qualifications and education; and of 
other Presbyterian bodies (United 
Presbyterians) which had their roots 
directly in Scotland and elsewhere. 
But we consider this treatment a re- 
markably clear and mature outline of 
a historical period difficult to report. 
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Text: “Render therefore unto Caesar 
the things which are Caesar’s; 
and unto God the things that 
are God’s.”” (Matt. 22:21) 


The time in which our Lord walked 
the face of the earth in His human 
form was not basically different from 
any other time in history. That is, 
there were good men, there were bad 
men; there were good social practices, 
there were bad social practices; there 
were good government officials, there 
were corrupt government officials; 
there were men who would defraud, 
there were those who would be bene- 
factors. There were justified com- 
plaints about high taxes exacted by 
the government. There were com- 
plaints about the administering of that 
system. (i.e. Rome appointed local men 
to collect a given amount of revenue 
from their districts. The tax collector 
was given the privilege of collecting 
“all the traffic would bear,” with the 
surplus going to enrich the collector 
himself.) 


There was much bickering and argu- 
ing between various groups. The Sad- 
ducess and the Pharisees were con- 
stantly at odds with each other over 
points of religious practices. The 
Jews and the Samaritans hated each 
other. The institution of slavery was 
prevalent. These and countless other 
social, political and economic problems 
faced the citizens of the first century 
in that area of the world in which 
Jesus spent His ministry. There was 
much to disturb the social conscience 
of the thinking citizen of that day. As 
we think of these problems we can 
see that the basic factors of life have 
not changed very much through the 
centuries that have followed. 


JESUS AND SOCIAL EVIL 


How did our Lord: react to these 
social evils which confronted Him? As 
He met with individuals and with 
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groups, what did He have to say con- 
cerning the problems of the world 
about Him? What was His attitude 
toward the government and the other 
social, economic, and political entities 
of His time? Look at our text: “Ren- 
der therefore unto Caesar the things 
that are Caesar’s; and unto God the 
things that are God’s.” 


With reference to high taxes, to op- 
pressive measures which were the poli- 
cies of the Roman government, other 
obvious evils in the social order, Jesus 
did not say one word. He had much 
to say about the individual and how 
he should react to every situation of 
life, but Jesus was not concerned 
with systems. He met Zaccheus, one of 
the tax collectors for the Roman gov- 
ernment, who was extorting from the 
people and putting them into a state 
of poverty by the very, very high taxes 
which he exacted from them. He met 
this tax collector, but the record 
doesn’t say one thing about Jesus 
condemning the unjustness of the tax 
system of the Roman Empire. Rather 
it shows Him looking at Zaccheus, 
talking with Zaccheus and saying, ““To- 
day salvation has come to your house.” 
Then Zaccheus, of his own free will 
said, “If I have unjustly robbed from 
any man I will repay him four-fold.” 


Jesus didn’t say anything about the 
discrimination which existed between 
Roman citizens and those who were 
not citizens of Rome, though they may 
have lived in the same community. 
Jesus never said one word against the 
institution of slavery. Oh, He had 
lots to say about how you should love 
your neighbor; and Paul, later, in writ- 
ing to the Church at Ephesus and oth- 
er churches, interpreting what Jesus 
would say about that institution, said, 
“Servants, be obedient to your mas- 
ters according to the flesh, with fear 
and trembling, in singleness of heart, 
as unto Christ . . . knowing that what- 
soever good thing any man doeth, the 
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same shall he receive of the Lord, 
whether he be bond or free . . . and 
ye masters, do the same things unto 
them, forebearing threatening: know- 
ing that your master also is in heaven; 
neither is there respector of persons 
with Him” (Eph. 5:5ff). This is to 
say, in effect, “I’m not concerned 
about your physical problems so much; 
I am concerned with your spiritual at- 
titude.” 


I am sure that Jesus did not approve 
of slavery and other social evils, but 
His mission was not to the social, nor 
the economic, nor the political world, 
but rather to the spiritual nature of the 
individual. His mission was to the 
individual soul. 


PRIMARY CONCERN: TO SAVE 


“For God so loved the world that 
He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth on Him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life.” 
Everlasting life for the eternal soul 
was the purpose of Jesus Christ’s min- 
istry on this earth. “I am come to 
seek and to save that which is lost,” 
(spiritually) and that is where the 
burden of our Lord’s ministry lay. He 
realized, without condoning, that in 
this physical world we will never have 
perfection in the economic realm, or 
in the social realm, or in the political 
realm. He said, “The poor you have 
with you always.” That isn’t an en- 
dorsement of poverty, but it is a recog- 
nition of the fact that the poor we 
will always have with us. 


His mission was to redeem man- 
kind, to redeem the individual soul, 
and to show you and me how to live 
under whatever external conditions we 
find ourselves after we experience His 
grace or redemption. His mission was 
to teach us to live as people befitting 
His Name, under whatever conditions 
we find ourselves: whether it be bound 
or whether it be free, whether it be 
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in the upper income bracket or the 
lower income bracket, whether it be in 
ignorance or whether it be in erudi- 


tion. These external matters are of 
relatively minor importance to our 
Lord. He wants us to be able to say 


with Paul, “. . . for I have learned, in 
whatsoever state I am, therewith to 
be content” (Phil. 4:11) because we 
have found soul satisfaction in our 
Lord. The heart of man, the soul of 
man, was Jesus’ concern, and as the 
body of Jesus Christ, the Church has 
the same mission. 


“Properly relate yourself first to 
God and then to man,” Jesus said in 
effect. “Thou shall love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, with all thy 
soul and with all thy mind. . . Thou 
shall love thy neighbor as _ thyself” 
(Matt. 22:37, 39). 

Love for God resulting in a love 
for man by the redeemed soul was the 
concern of Jesus. 


Jesus Christ Himself set the ex- 
ample. He saw just as many social 
evils, just as much strife as we see to- 
day in His own limited area there in 
Palestine. But not once did He con- 
cern Himself with trying to cause an 
upheaval in government, or the social 
order, or the relative economic posi- 
tion of the people with whom He came 
in contact. He concerned Himself 
with the redemption of the individual 
soul, and that redeemed soul may now 
go out and redeem society by his liv- 
ing. 

THE CONCERN OF THE CHURCH 


Now, it doesn’t take any keen in- 
sight to look around us today and see 
that the social, political, and economic 
evils that threaten our society are 
real; to see that we have all sorts of 
problems in government, that we have 
all sorts of problems in the social 
realm, that we have all sorts of prob- 
lems in the economic realm. But, the 
calling of the church is to higher 
realms than this. Instead of entering 
into these realms of the social, politi- 
cal and economic, we press forward 
with our primary responsibility — that 
of leading people to God through 
Christ. When we enter into these 
other activities, when we concern our- 
selves primarily with the social posi- 
tion of this group of people or that 
group of people, when we concern our- 
selves as to whether there is equality 
of income, whether there is equality of 
opportunity in various areas of life, 
whether there is political equality 
among all people, we render ineffec- 
tive this primary mission of soul- 
saving. 
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When the first General Assembly 
of the Southern Presbyterian Church 
was organized in 1861, Dr. James 
Henly Thornwell gave an address which 
was to be issued to all the churches 
of Jesus Christ throughout the world. 
It gave some of the distinctive prin- 
ciples of our particular church and it 
gave some of the reasons for organiz- 
ing this new branch of the Presbyterian 
Church. I would like to quote for you 
just part of one paragraph. Remem- 
ber that this was nearly one hundred 
years ago that Dr. Thornwell made this 
statement. Note the freshness and ap- 
plicability of it to our times. 


“The province of the church and 
state are perfectly distinct, and one 





HA (Prayer 


O Master of the loving heart 

The friend of all in need 

We pray Thee that we may be like Thee 
In thought and word and deed. 


Thy days were full of kindly acts, 
Thy speech was true and plain, 
And no one ever sought Thee, Lord 
Who came to Thee in vain. 


Thy face was warm with sympathy 
Thy hand God’s strength revealed; 
Who saw thy face, or felt thy touch, 
Were comforted and healed. 


O grant us hearts like Thine, dear Lord 
So joyous, true and free, 

That all Thy children everywhere 
Be drawn by us to Thee.—Selected 


—Bess S. Martin 
(Mrs. Motte Martin) 





has no right to usurp the jurisdiction 
of the other. The state is a natural in- 
stitute, founded in the constitution of 
man as moral and social, and designed 
to realize the idea of justice. It is 
the society of rights. The church is 
a supernatural institute, founded on 
the facts of redemption, and is de- 
signed to realize the idea of grace. It 
is the society of the redeemed. The 
state aims at social order, the church 
at spiritual holiness. The state looks 
to the visible and outward; the church 
is concerned with the invisible and in- 
ward. The badge of the state’s au- 
thority is the sword by which it be- 
comes a terror to evil doers, and a 
praise to them that do well, by which it 
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opens and shuts the kingdom of heav- 
en, according as men are believing 
impenitent. The power of the church 
is exclusively spiritual; that of the 
state includes the exercise of force. 
The constitution of the church is a 
divine revelation. The constitution of 
the state must be determined by hvu- 
man reason and the course of provi- 
dential events.”’ (The church is based, 
in other words, on the Word of God, 
not on the mind of man; the state is 
based on the mind of man and his 
ideas. ) 


Our Book of Church Order says 
“The sole functions of the church as 
a kingdom and government distinct 
from the civil commonwealth, are to 
proclaim, administer, and enforce the 
law of Christ revealed in the Scrip- 
tures.” Not the law of man as re- 
vealed in the constitution or in the 
statutory provisions of the state. 


It has been traditional in this coun- 
try that Protestant Christian Ameri- 
cans have maintained the separation of 
the church and state, realizing, as Dr. 
Thornwell so aptly put it, that the 
church has no business in the realm 
of the state and neither does the state 


have any business in the church’s 
realm. 
We need Christian leaders, of 


eourse. We pray to God to guide us 
and direct us in electing our public 
officials who represent us in the halls 
of Congress, in the state legislatures, 
and in other governmental positions. 
We want them to bring Christian prin- 
ciples to bear upon their lives and 
upon the decisions which they make. 
But ministers of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ should not be in that realm. 
They have a higher calling; a higher 
calling of leading men to God for their 
soul’s salvation, and then to help to 
nurture them in the love and grace 
of God. 


May we be faithful to our calling! 


* 


The Rev. Mr. Everett is pastor of 
the First Church, Rock Hill, S. C. 





“By Christ the world is crucified 
unto me and I unto the world.”” —Ga- 
latians 6:14. Have you ever wished 
that you could kill or destroy some- 
thing in your life troubling or hinder- 
ing you? You cannot — but God can. 
And He will on account of the death 
of Christ for you. 
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“QUR COMPLETE DEPARTMENT STORES ARE 





HAPPY AND PRIVILEGED TO SERVE YOU IN 
THE FINEST SOUTHERN TRADITION OF 


QUALITY 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Greenville, S. C. 


J. A. Ellison, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
Greenville, S. C. 
A. M. Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


The Dollar Store 
Greenville, S. C. 


R. P. Crumpler, Mgar.-Prop. 


Belk's Department Store 
Lancaster, S. C. 


B. L. Plyler, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Clinton, S. C. 


D. B. Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Camden, S. C. 


J. A. Hagins, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Darlington, S. C. 


J. H. Lyles, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Laurens, S. C. 

]. T. Holmes, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Abbeville, S. C. 

J. S. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Hagins Co. 
Kershaw, S. C. 

C. E. Hinson, Mor.-Prop. 


COURTESY 


Efird’s Dept. Store 
Clinton, S. C. 


W. L. Hubbard, Mar. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Beaufort, S. C. 


L. A. Reeves, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Fountain Inn, S. C. 


E. J. Copeland, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Woodrutt, S. C. 


F. B. Hagins, Moat.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Honea Path, S. C. 
T. R. Martin, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Manning, S. C. 


W. M. Gettys, Jr., Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Whitmire, S. C. 


Jack Gilliland, Mar.-Prop. 
NORTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 


R. E. McCormick, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Brevard, N. C. 


J. E. Smith, Mar.-Prop. 
KENTUCKY 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Harlan, Ky. 
Delmar Tolliver, Mar.-Prop. 


HONEST VALUES” 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Corbin, Ky. 
W. C. Ashley, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 


T. L. Beckham, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Mt. Sterling, Ky. 

Willoughby Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Frankfort, Ky. 


Everett C. Huggins, Mar.-Prop. 


GEORGIA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Bainbridge, Ga. 
J. N. Long, Mgr.-Prop. 


ARKANSAS 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Paragould, Ark. 
W. H. Wade, Mar.-Prop. 


OHIO 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Athens, Ohio 


Joe Kelly, Mgr.-Prop. 


MISSOURI 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Carthage, Mo. 
J. A. McCaskill, Mar.-Prop. 


Born With The Old South — Growing With The New 





Listen to Our Program Over WMIT-FM 
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EDISOHIALS 


Today’s Camps and Conferences 


Elsewhere in this issue (p. 17) we 
report the enlargement of the Depart- 
ment of Camping and Conference 
leadership, Board of Christian Educa- 
tion. 


The philosophy of “Christian” camp- 
ing has been altogether revamped, in 
case some of our readers didn’t know 
it. We well recall the conversation 
we had with our first-born following 
his first experience in a church camp 
conducted after the modern manner. 
The conversation went something like 
this: 


“Well, how did you like it?” 

“It was fun!” 

“What did you learn?” 

“Learn?” 

“Yes, what did you learn?” 

“Dad, this was a camp! We had 


fun!’ 


“T am sure you did. But were there 
no classes?” 


““(Disgusted). Classes! This wasn’t 
school. I told you we had fun!” 


“Didn’t you study the Bible?” 


“We didn’t study anything. (Pause). 
Our counsellor did read the Bible be- 
fore we went to bed at night.” 


“Well, what did you do all day?” 


“Boy! We went swimming, and 
hiking and swimming and we cooked 
out and we slept out in the woods one 
night and we went swimming... and 





a= 


A Dangerous Doctrine 


Through news releases and other 
information media we are beginning 
to be appraised of the reaction of cer- 
tain religious leaders to the horror 
experienced by white settlers in the 
Congo during the recent uprisings. 

Certain Protestant leaders in Kenya 
have called upon their constituents to 
remember “the Divine Commandment 
of love for others, and the Christian- 
given ministry of reconciliation.” 
A World Council of Churches official 
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you know what? We got together 
every morning and decided just what 
we wanted to do that day and that’s 
what we did! It was fun!” 


“Did you have any Services of any 
kind?” 


“Naw, we got back home before Sun- 
day. (Pause). Come to think of it, 
after supper some man used to talk 
to us a while before we had our night 
games... and we used to sing some 
songs. That’s about all, I guess.” 


In our opinion, the reason why fire- 
building, star-gazing, bird-watching 
and other “meaningful camping ex- 
periences” are thought to be Means of 
Grace is that for increasing numbers 
of people religion consists of what we 
do to each other and what we do for 
each other. It is in “meaningful ex- 
periences” and “inter-personal relation- 
ships” that I am thought to learn of 
God. 


This philosophy which turns to nat- 
ural sources for spiritual experience 
reflects a diminishing appreciation for 
things Supernatural. And the dimin- 
ishing awareness of the Supernatural, 
in turn, is due to a diminishing respect 
for the Bible as the Word of God. 
Because the Bible is just a “source 
book” of information much of which 
can be derived from other sources, 
many are turning to other sources for 
that which only the Word of God 
supplies. 


in the department of social action has 
declared that we are called upon to 
exercise “a readiness to understand 
and to come to terms with the mean- 
ing of rapid social change.” Others 
have implied, if they have not actually 
suggested, that forgiveness is indicat- 
ed as the pattern for dealing with 
those responsible for the violence. And 
one commentator wondered if there 
might not be justification for trying 
to understand the uprisings in the light 
of injustices suffered by the natives 
at the hands of the Belgians, rather 


than condemning those responsible for 
the atrocities. 


Thus liberal Protestantism again 
demonstrates its poverty in the area 
of practical theology. Righteousness, 
Justice and Order mean nothing. Al] 
that counts is a “love” which, when 
translated, comes out “liberty” and 
“‘license,’”’ and which is as foreign to 
the nature of Almighty God as hatred 
itself. 


The thing too many of us tend 
to forget these days is that “law and 
order” is as valid a universal prin- 
ciple as “grace.” And “control” is 
as much a part of the warp and woof 
of the universe as “freedom.” Recon- 
ciliation is a Gospel, but it is not a 
universal Gospel. There are some for 
whom there is no reconciliation. 


In the realm of human justice each 
case must be decided on the basis of 
its own merits. And there may be 
mitigating circumstances, of course. 
But the churchman who pre-judges 
the case, advocating “reconciliation” 
to the man who has stood helplessly by 
while his wife was repeatedly raped 
by trained and disciplined soldiers in 
mutiny is a dangerous fanatic. 





The Growing Separation 
Of God And State 


The other day I heard a Communist 


refugee — he had been in the slave 
labor camps — tell of how, in some 
of our public schools in this and 


that American city, after being in- 
vited to address the student body, the 
principal would tap him on the shoul- 
der just before his address in chapel 
or in assembly began, with a warning: 
“Remember, it is not permitted to 
speak of God or of Christ to our stu- 
dent body.” One principal told him 
he felt the student body should not 
repeat the pledge of allegiance to the 
flag, because the words “under God” 
have been added. 


Who gave these educators a man- | 
date to delete God and Christ from | 
the conversation of our assemblies? | 
I do not know how large their respon- | 
sibilities may be, how prominent they 
may be in educational circles, but this 
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one thing I know, that whoever thinks 
he can meet the godlessness of Com- 
munism, its revolt against eternal 
truth and right, while suppressing the 
eternal realities, needs to learn the 
elemental facts of the moral and 
spiritual life. 


Wake up, America! The only com- 
pelling basis for speaking of change- 
less rights is the theological fact that 
man is a creature endowed with the 
image of God, is made for fellowship 
with God, is made to be permanently 
accountable in terms of fixed criteria 
of truth and goodness. 


—Carl F. H. Henry, in a 
Christian Freedom 
Foundation program 


When The Shoe Is 
On The Other Foot 


The 28th biennial convention of the 
Catholic Daughters of America recent- 
ly scored what it called the “com- 
placency” of the U. S. toward Com- 
munist persecution of Roman Cath- 
olics behind the Iron Curtain. It also 
urged the United Nations and the 
State Department to concern them- 
selves about the fate of Roman Bishop 
James E. Walsh who is in a Red China 
prison. 





We are properly impressed with the 
smooth way Bishop Walsh has been 
elevated to the status of international 
martyr. Even Protestant organiza- 
tions have spontaneously reacted with 
resolutions of sympathy. Not that 
Bishop Walsh is not a martyr. But 
rather that he is only one among many, 
most of whom, being Protestant, have 
not been similarly honored in the pub- 
lie press. 


We are even more impressed with 
the way the persecution of Christians 
can become the subject of interna- 
tional concern — when it is Roman 
Christians who are being persecuted, 
that is. When it is Protestants who 
are suffering at the hands of the Ro- 
man Church, from fines, imprisonment 
and death, that is another matter. The 
public press would never get that story. 


And they say we have no reason to 
fear Roman Catholic power! 
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14 Layman And His Church 






Dr. L. Nelson Bell 


THE WRATH OF GOD 


No man can ever fully understand 
the love of God; nor can this love 
be over-stated. 


The love of God is so deep, so full 
and so all-encompassing that we can 
but bow in His holy presence and 
thank Him that we are the recipients 
of that love and all that it implies. 


Accepting by faith the Son of God 
whose mission in the world was 
prompted by this ineffable love; bask- 
ing in the knowledge that nothing 
can separate us from the love of 
Christ; and daily the recipients of 
blessings from His loving hand — we 
should rejoice as well as stand amazed 
at a love we can only vaguely appre- 
hend. 


But the love of God is but one of 
His attributes. The same Bible which 
tells us that God is love also affirms 
that our God is a consuming fire. The 
same Holy Spirit which speaks of this 
ineffable yearning of God for a lost 
world tells of His righteous wrath. 
The same loving Christ who wept over 
Jerusalem pronounced woe on the re- 
ligious leaders who rejected Him, at 
one time saying: “O generation of 
vipers, who hath warned you to flee 
from the wrath to come?” 


Writing to the Ephesians Paul says: 
“Let no man deceive you with vain 
words: for because of these things 
(sin in its many manifestations) com- 
eth the wrath of God upon the children 
of disobedience.” 


The wrath of God is as much a 
reality as is His love. Judgment of 
sin is as certain as is the proffered 
redemptive and atoning work of the 
Cross. The love of God is manifested 
in the price He was willing to pay for 
man’s salvation. While the wrath of 
man is an emotional reaction which 
may be unrelated to good or evil, the 
wrath of God is the response of His 
righteousness, directed against evil in 
all of its manifestations. 


Much of the confusion in theologi- 
cal circles today is caused by present- 
ing a God distorted by human con- 
cepts and by looking at sin without 
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reference to the holiness and justice 
of God. Man does not pass into a 
lost condition because of things which 
he may do — he is lost already — and 
it is to that lost condition that Christ 
and the Gospel speak. 


There is needed in the world, in 
theological circles, a new awareness 
of sin and God’s attitude toward sin. 
Rebellion against and disobedience to 
God places mankind in certain jeo- 
pardy. While we lay great emphasis 
on reformation we only too often re- 
gard redemption as a man-devised ac- 
complishment, at best paying lip serv- 
ice to the implications of the Son of 
God dying on a man-made cross. 


The writer of the epistle to the He- 
brews says: “ . when he had by 
himself purged our sins, . . . how shall 
we escape, if we neglect so great sal- 
vation?” placing emphasis on Christ’s 
redemptive work and the certain end 
of those who neglect this provision. 


It is impossible to rightly consider 
the love of God aside from the awful- 
ness of sin and His holiness and jus- 
tice. To minimize these attributes 
means the minimizing of His love, for 
the price paid for redemption reveals 
the costliness of sin to the sinner. 


In these days, for many, sentimen- 
tality has replaced righteous concepts; 
humanism is confused with Christian 
love, and judgment is a relative and 
temporary condition from which all 
men will eventually be freed. It will 
repay us all to take a new look at 
the utterances of our Lord and to 
pray that the Holy Spirit will enable 
us to look at man and sin with those 
clear insights which place all in their 
proper perspective. 


C. S. Lewis, in his introduction to 
J. B. Phillips’ “Letters to Young 
Churches” has this arresting para- 
graph: 


“A most astonishing miscenception 
has long dominated the modern - 
mind on the subjeet of -St. Paul. 
It is to this effect: -that- Jesus 


(Cont. on p. 18, col. 2) 
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JABLE JALK 
What of “Decision”? 


——a strange word in the Presbyterian vocabulary! 


Eulogies are in order. The word 
“decision” has passed from our midst. 
As Presbyterians, the least we can do 
is pay homage to a word once respect- 
ed within our confession, a noun that 
obviously had great meaning in the 
past or else we would not now be a 
Church. 


But now “decision” is dead. She 
has been executed by a people who 
feel that she has lived beyond her 
time. Some, who once held her dear, 
having been intimidated and duped by 
what is commonly called modern think- 
ing, have replaced her in their vocabu- 
lary. In the Church she has been 
forced to yield ground to such words 
as “psychiatric adjustment’, “rein- 
tegration of personality” and “social 
orientation.” Excessive use of the 
archaic word “decision” (a few of 
us haven’t yet caught up with the 
times) often dates one as an old fash- 
ioned boor. 


A short while ago, I talked evan- 
gelism with two fellow-ministers. One 
of the brethren has directed a Junior- 
High church camp for the past three 
years. In the course of our conversa- 
tion I inquired as to whether or not 
his camp was conducted on the basis 
that the underlying motive behind the 
young person’s camp experience was 
to confront the Camper with the call 
for a decision for Jesus Christ. Out 
of the theological double-talk that fol- 
lowed, I became aware of the fact that 
in all the minute preparation that pre- 
ceded the camping experience the idea 
of decision had no place. There was, 
naturally, the planned curriculum (it 
had to be of such a nature that it 
would “stir the campers’ thinking’’). 
Group Activities was another “must.” 
It came second in order to curriculum. 
Following on down the list were rec- 
reation, personal devotions, crafts and 
handwork, and so on. But no place 
for challenge to decision for Christ. 
When I pressed the point and asked 
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why the obvious was eliminated, the 
answer was, “Oh we assume that the 
young people will go to their respec- 
tive pastors when they get home, 
should they want to make a decision” 
(the last word was spoken in em- 
barrassed undertone. ) 


When I responded by using another 
outdated Christian cliche’ (I used the 
word decision in reference to spiritual 
rebirth), the other minister present 
voiced a stern personal dislike for 
“high-pressure methods” in the Church. 
Drawing on his reserve of theological 
knowledge, he asked, “Who is to say 





Between the prophetic preaching of 
the prophets of old and the “prophetic” 
preaching today there are differences 
of basic importance: Those men in- 
spired by God preached personal right- 
eousness in the light of God’s holiness; 
the sinfulness of man in the light of 
God’s judgment; and personal and na- 
tional forgiveness in the light of di- 
vine mercy predicated on repentance. 
Here redemption was the key to re- 
demption as an end within itself. 

L. Nelson Bell 
“The ‘Prophetic Ministry’ of 
the Church” 








when one is, as you put it, born again? 
Haven’t we too long now been en- 
deavouring to get people into com- 
promising positions, forcing them to 
make decisions they really later re- 
gret? What’s wrong with taking peo- 
ple into the Church where they will 
be influenced by our program and 
thereby learn what the Christian life 
is all about?” 


As a Presbyterian minister of the 
Gospel, the response of these two fel- 
low-ministers was certainly no new 
revelation to me. I’d heard such un- 
scriptural defense of an unscriptural 
evaluation of evangelism before. In 
fact, Presbyterianism on the whole is 
shot-through with such philosophies as 
these two men have. 


REV. WALTER W. BROWN 


When one feels the urgency of the 
evangelistic need in his Church, a need 
that has become calloused-over by 
pseudo -scholarship, misdirected ef- 
forts, and plain timidity in the pulpit, 
he wonders if his single desire to 
“preach Christ crucified” really has 
great relevance within Presbyterianism. 


He knows he’s in the minority in 
the modern Church. He does not con- 
sider himself a divinely appointed 
guardian of the purity of the Church. 
He has no martyr complex. He yearns 
to see his Church sweep away all the 
philosophical confetti and theological 
supposition and base her entire min- 
istry on the simple truth that the 
world is dying without Jesus Christ, 
and that decision is still a vital, crucial 
word, in the call of the Gospel of 
God! Today, when he stands on his 
conviction that the preached Word 
and an invitation to respond to the 
Giver of The Word cannot ever be 
replaced by “a better technique” in 
the church, he is labeled a “non-con- 
formist.” 


Non-conformism is not altogether a 
negative or derogatory term. If say- 
ing that Christ alone is God’s revela- 
tion of redemption is non-conformism, 
then I am a non-conformist. If con- 
tinuing to preach that this revelation 
in Christ demands individual decision 
and demands it in this life, is non- 
conformism, then again, I am a non- 
conformist. 


When, in this context, we become a 
non-conformist Church by once again 
restoring the word decision and what 
it implies to our vocabulary, we shall 
truly be a representative body of THE 
Church that Christ loved and gave 
Himself up for... ! 


~ ~ * * * 


The Rev. Mr. Brown is now develop- 
ing a new mission work in Florence, 


Ala. 
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LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 4, 1960 


God’s Hand In History 


Bible Material: Isaiah 10:5-34; 14:24-27; 37:21-37 
Devotional Reading: Psalms 37:1-9 


God’s hand in history: “In the same hour came 
forth fingers of a man’s hand, and wrote over against 
the candlestick upon the plastering of the wall of the 
king’s palace: and the king saw the part of the hand 
that wrote. Then the king’s countenance was changed, 
and his thoughts troubled him, so that the joints of 
his loins were loosed, and his knees smote one against 
another.” Daniel was called in and gave this interpreta- 
tion: “And this is the writing that was written, MENE, 
MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN. This is the interpreta- 
tion of the thing: MENE; God hath numbered thy 
kingdom and finished it. TEKEL; Thou art weighed 
in the balances, and art found wanting. PERES; "Thy 
kingdom is divided and given to the Medes and 
Persians. Then commanded Belshazzar, and _ they 
clothed Daniel with scarlet, and put a chain of gold 
about his neck, and made a proclamation concerning 
him, that he should be the third ruler in the king- 
dom. In that night was Belshazzar the king of the 
Chaldeans slain. And Darius the Median took the 
kingdom, being about threescore and two years old.” 
(See Daniel 5). 


God’s hand is seen in all history. Someone has 
said that history is “His Story.” Sometimes it is seen 
in as spectacular a way as in the days of Balshazzar 
or of Pharaoh, king of Egypt. Sometimes it is somewhat 
hidden as in the story of Joseph or of Esther. But his 
all-powerful, guiding hand is there. God’s works of 
Providence are His most holy, wise, and powerful pre- 
serving and governing all His creatures and all their 
actions. If this is true, then He preserves and governs 
all individuals and all nations: In Him we live and 
move and have all our being: “He does His will in 
the armies of heaven and among the inhabitants of 
the earth, and none can stay His hand, nor say unto 
Him, What doest thou?” 


Therefore, as our Devotional from Psalms 37 tells 
us, we should not fret or worry. Our times are in 
His hands: 


My times are in Thy hands: 
My God, I wish them there; 
My life, my friends, my soul, 
I leave entirely to thy care. 


“Fret not thyself because of evildoers, neither be thou 
envious against the workers of iniquity. For they shall 
soon be cut down like the grass and wither as the green 
herb. Trust in the Lord and do good; so shalt thou 
dwell in the land, and verily thou shalt be fed. Com- 
mit thy way unto the Lord; trust also in Him; and 
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By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


He shall bring it to pass. Rest in the Lord, and wait 
patiently for Him. For evildoers shall be cut off: 
but those that wait upon the Lord, they shall inherit 
the earth” (Ps. 37:1-4). If we believe these and the 
great promises of the Bible we need not worry and 
fret about our alarming world conditions, or lie awake 
at night wondering what will happen to us. We know 
that all things work together for good to those that 
love God. Let us be sure that we love and trust Him, 
and all will be well with us. As to the world, He is 
on the throne and His hand controls the affairs of men, 
and the destiny of each and every country on earth. 


I. His Hand in World Affairs: 


He gives the land to whomsoever He will. 
Palestine to the Jews. 


Among the nations. 


He gave 
He gave Mt. Seir to Esau and 
the Edomites. He gave the children of Lot their 
land; the Moabites and Ammonites their land. As 
Creator and owner of the world He has a right to 
give it to those He chooses. He gave America to us 
and we ought to praise Him for it. The earth is the 
Lord’s and the fulness thereof, the world, and they 
that dwell therein. 


He rules over every land. The powers that be are 
ordained of God. He permits the nations to have their 
own rulers and their own form: of government, but 
He puts down one and puts up another as He pleases. 
When He had finished with Belshazzar He gave his 
kingdom to Darius. When through with Assyria He 
destroyed the Assyrian army, and sent the king home 
to be slain, as we see in our lesson for today. Jeru- 
salem and Hezekiah were saved from Sennacherib and 
his hosts. 


He judges the nations, and sends punishment upon 
them. Mankind became so wicked that He had to 
send the Flood upon the earth. Sodom and Go- 
morrah became so vile that He destroyed those two 
cities. When their “cup of iniquity” was full He 
took the land of Canaan from the “seven condemned 
nations” and gave it to Israel. He judged Pharaoh 
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and the land of Egypt and brought out His people. 
He overthrew both Assyria and Babylon after He had 


finished with them. I believe that World Wars I and 
II were judgments upon the nations of the world. All 
nations shall stand before Christ for final judgment 
as we see from Matthew 25. 

He uses the heathen nations sometimes to chastise 
His own people. The Israelites were sometimes in 
bondage to the heathen in the time of the Judges. 
He used Assyria and Babylon to chastise Israel and 
Judah and carry them away captive. 


He knows the future of the world. In two visions, 
one to king Nebuchadnezzar and one to Daniel the 
prophet He revealed the future of the nations. Those 
visions were fulfilled in the great world empires of 
Babylon, of Medo-Persia, of Greece and Rome. We 
are living in the time of the mixture of iron and clay, 
of dictatorship and democracy, when the stone cut out 
of the mountain will fill the whole earth. He has told 
us plainly that the present world will be destroyed 
by fire and that we shall have a new heaven and a new 
earth wherein dwell righteousness. I, for one, be- 
lieve this time is near. 


The Gospel must be preached to all the world, be- 
fore the end comes. This is being done. Mission- 
aries by the thousands are in almost every land pro- 
claiming the Good News. The Bible has been trans- 
lated into most of the languages of the world and the 
Bible Societies are doing their fine work. We feel 
that the “coming of the Lord draws near.” 


Ii. His Hand over Israel: while His hand controls 
all nations we see special evidence of His work among 
the chosen people, Israel, the Old ‘Testament Church 
in the wilderness. The history of the Bible — the 
Old Testament — is largely concerned with His deal- 
ngs with the people He chose for His own possession 
— a “peculiar people.” 


He called Abram from Ur of the Chaldees and prom- 
ised him the land of Canaan for a possession. He was 
with Isaac, the man of peace, and prospered him. He 
dealt in a marvellous way with Jacob, showing His 
power and patience and grace as He changed Jacob, 
the supplanter, into Israel, a prince with God, after 
the wrestling experience at Peniel. His hand is seen 
in the life of Joseph, who was sold as a slave into 
Egypt and there became the chief ruler of the land. 
In this position of power he was able to send for his 
father and his brethren and settle them in the land 
of Goshen where they dwelt for some 400 years and 
became a nation. 


When the time came for them to leave Egypt He 
brought them out with a strong hand and stretched 
out arm under the leadership of Moses. The rod of 
Moses became the rod of God, to chastise the Egyptians 
and to save Israel. He led them to Sinai and there 
gave them the Law and caused the Tabernacle to be 
erected.. He led them and fed them and protected 
and chastened them all through their wanderings in 
the Wilderness. For forty years He cared for them 
until they reached the border of Ganaan and Moses 
died. The leadership fell to Joshua who took posses- 
sion of the land of Canaan and settled the tribes in 
their places in that land. 
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He was with them in the times of the Judges and 
when they cried to Him He raised up Judges and His 
hand of power was with the different judges. When 
they asked for a king He granted their request and 
was with those kings who trusted and obeyed Him. 
We have seen how He was with Hezekiah, deliver- 
ing him from the king of Assyria. His chastening hand 
was seen as He allowed the Assyrians to overrun the 
Northern Kingdom; and later on, Nebuchadnezzar 
to conquer Jerusalem and carry Judah captive. 


He did not desert His people during the seventy 
years of captivity. He raised up leaders like Daniel 
and Queen Esther. He saved the people from their 
enemies. He moved Cyrus to make a decree allow- 
ing those to return to their land who wished to do so. 
His mighty hand — “the good hand of our God” — 
was with Nehemiah and Ezra in their work. 


I have just barely touched on some of the marvellous 
workings of God’s Providence in dealing with His 
people. The “hand of God” is seen everywhere in 
Israel’s History and we believe will still be seen when 
Israel accepts their Messiah and turns to Him. 


Ill. His Hand in the Church, as we commonly 
speak of the church — the New Testament Church. 


His hand of power was seen at Pentecost when the 
Holy Spirit was given and 3,000 people were converted. 
He was with the disciples as they continued to witness 
for Him. He raised up Saul of Tarsus and made him 
Paul the Apostle to the Gentiles, and under his preach- 
ing the Gospel was carried to Rome and possibly as 
far as Spain. 


He was with the Church in the trying days of per- 
secution. When the Church became corrupt He still 
had a few who were true and loyal to Him. He raised 
up men like John Huss, and Martin Luther, and 
Zwingli, and John Calvin, and John Knox, who led 
the Reformation. Later He called men like John 
Wesley and George Whitefield and others who led 
in the great revivals which saved England. 


In our own days His hand has been with the Church 
and we have seen a D. L. Moody and now a Billy Gra- 
ham. “My Church,” as Jesus called it, is a purchased 
church, a protected church, a purified and revived 
church, the Bride of the Lord Jesus Christ. Truly, 
His hand is the guiding force in the history of the 
Church. 
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FOR SEPTEMBER 4, 1960 





Sin 


Scripture—Romans 5:12-21 and 7:7-25 
Suggested Hymns— 
“Alas! And Did My Saviour Bleed” 
“Just As I Am Without One Plea” 
“Amazing Grace” 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 


With this program we begin a series of studies of 
four of the most familiar expressions in the language 
of Christian faith: Sin, Forgiveness, Salvation, and the 
Kingdom of God. It is altogether possible that our 
familiarity with these words is robbing us of some 
of their richness. When we use words very frequently, 
we are tempted to use them without thinking of what 
they mean. The purpose of these programs is not 
to assign new meanings to these words (unless we have 
been mistaken about our understanding of them), 
but to put our minds to work that we may genuinely 
appeciate the old and true meanings. 


It is pointless to talk about Christianity and the 
Christian life until we know something about sin. 
Until a person knows what sin is and what it does, he 
is not likely to be interested in a Savior and a Lord. 


First Speaker: 


What is sin? Sin is anything that is contrary to 
the will of God. God made us in His image, and the 
ideal is for us to be like Him. God has not only said, 
“Ye shall be holy as I am holy,” but He has told us 
specifically what He expects of us. He makes His will 
known to us in the law. The Bible says that sin is 
the violation of God's law. “Whosoever committeth 
sin transgresseth the law: for sin is the transgression of 
the law.” I John 3:4. There are two ways of breaking 
the law: (1) by failing to do what the law requires, 
and (2) by actually doing what the law forbids. Paul 
was talking about these two ways of sinning when he 
said: “For the good that I would, I do not: but the 
evil which I would not, that I do.” Romans 7:19. 


Another thing we need to know about sin is that 
all of it offends God. Some of our sins may be harm- 
ful and displeasing to other people, but they are afl 
displeasing to God. After David had committed a 
very serious evil against a man and his wife, he prayed 
to God: “Against thee, thee only have I sinned, and 
done this evil in thy sight...” Psalm 51:4. Romans 
8:7 tells us that a person with a sinful mind is actually 
God’s enemy. The Bible indicates how dreadful sin 
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is when it says of God, “Thou art of purer eyes than 
to behold evil, and canst not look on iniquity.” Habak- 
kuk 1:13. God cannot tolerate sin, and He will not 
compromise with it. 


One of the most serious mistakes we are likely to 
make in our understanding of sin is to picture it al- 
Ways as some act of wrongdoing. Sin is basically a 
rebellious attitude toward God. It is the determination 
to put our way before God’s way. Sometimes this sin- 
ful, rebellious attitude results in deeds that we can 
see, and sometimes it does not, but wherever there is 
resentment and rebellion against God, there is sin. 
Which of the two brothers in the Parable of the Prodi- 
gal Son was the worse sinner? Was it not the elder 
brother who remained rebellious to the end? 


Second Speaker: 


How extensive is the damage caused by sin? Sin 
has touched and damaged the life of every human 
being who has ever lived except one, and He was Jesus 
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Christ. 
sinners and all have sinned. “If we say we have no sin, 


The Bible states very plainly that all are 


we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us... . If 
we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, 
and His Word is not in us.” I John 1:8, 10. “For 
there is not a just man upon earth, that doeth good, 
and sinneth not.” Eccl. 7:20. “For all have sinned 
and come short of the glory of God.” Romans 3:23. 


Not only does the Bible tell us that we are sinners 
in the sight of God, but our conscience tells us the same 
thing. In John 8:3-9 we read about some men who 
thought of themselves as being righteous until Jesus 
made them examine their own lives, and then they 
were “convicted by their own consciences.” When we 
honestly examine our own thoughts, words, and actions, 
we are forced to admit that we are far from being as 
good as we know we ought to be. 


Third Speaker: 


What are the consequences of sin? What happens 
to the sinner because of his sin? Sin always leads to 
death. “Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into 
the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon 
all men, for that all have sinned.” Romans 5:12. 
Death came to our first parents, Adam and Eve, be- 
cause of their sin of disobedience. All of their des- 
cendents have been sinners and have deserved death 
because of their sinfulness. 


When the Bible tells us that death is the result of 
sin, it is not speaking of mere physical death. In 
Ezekiel 18:4,20 we read, “The soul that sinneth, it 
shall die.” The death to which sin leads is a spiritual 


death, and it is a terrible punishment. The basic 
awfulness of spiritual death lies in the fact that it 
means eternal separation from God. Sin separates 
from God. “Your iniquities have separated between 
you and your God, and your sins have hid His face 
from you, that He will not hear.” Isaiah 59:2. The 
person who continues in sin is separated from God 
forever. The Bible does not hesitate to describe the 
terrible sufferings of eternal punishment, and it leaves 
no doubt as to the horrible end of sinners. 


There is nothing we can do, in our own strength, 
to overcome the evil effects of sin in our lives. We 
cannot stop sinning at present, much less make up for 
sins of the past. Paul said, “For I know that in me 
(that is, in my flesh) dwelleth no good thing: for 
to will is present with me; but how to perform that 
which is good I find not .. .” Romans 7:18. We know 
what we ought to do, but we find ourselves unable to 
do it. 


If there is any help or hope for us, it must come from 
an outside source. It cannot come from other people, 
because they too are sinners and have the same prom- 
lems we do. Our help comes only from the Lord, and 
our hope is only in Him. There is nothing we can do 
about sin, but there is much God can do, and He has 
already done it. We deserve spiritual death because 
of our sin, but God mercifully takes away our sin and 
freely gives us eternal life in its. place. ‘For the wages 
of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Romans 6:23. 


Closing Prayer. 

















O0.P.C., STATE SCHOOL PLAN 
JOINT LANGUAGE INSTITUTE 


DURANT, Okla. — Oklahoma Pres- 
byterian College and Southeastern 
Oklahoma State College, which have 
cooperated for 20 years in educating 
young people, will open a new joint 
Foreign Language Institute this fall. 


Headquarters for the new language 
center will be at the Presbyterian 
institution. It will be directed by 
Dr. Wade Baskin, chairman of for- 
eign languages at Southeastern State 
College. Buses, already used to take 
OPC students to the Southeastern 
campus, will now provide two-way 
service. 


The Presbyterian school, chiefly for 
Indian students, has attracted many 
foreign students in recent years be- 
cause of its affiliation with the state 
school and because the homelike at- 
mosphere of the church school allows 
special attention in orientation prob- 
lems. Dr. Baskin has already found 
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the help of OPC foreign 
valuable in his teaching. 


students 


The language institute will have a 
30-place laboratory and will teach 
Spanish, German, French and Russian. 
English for foreign students will also 
be taught. The Durant Chamber of 
Commerce has agreed to underwrite 
financing of a part of the equip- 
ment. 





CHAPLAINS IN RESERVES 
NEEDED FOR ARMY DUTY 


ATLANTA, Ga. — The Chaplains 
and Military Personnel Department of 
the Board of Church Extension has 
learned that the Army needs additional 
Presbyterian, U. S., reserve chaplains 
in the grades of first lieutenant and 
captain on active duty. 


A Board announcement said any 
reserve chaplain in these grades who 
desires extended active duty should 
contact the Chaplains and Military Per- 


sonnel Department, Board of Church 
Extension, 341-B Ponce de Leon Ave- 
nue, N.E., Atlanta 8, Georgia, for 
complete information. 


While no official word has been re- 
ceived from the Navy or the Air Force, 
it is anticipated that additional chap- 
lains will also be needed by those 
services. Qualified men interested in 
Navy and Air Force  chaplaincies 
should also contact the department, it 
was suggested. 





BUNTYN CELEBRATES 


MEMPHIS, Tenn. — Three of the 
organizing members of Buntyn church 
here were on hand af the recent 50th 
anniversary celebration of the congre- 
gation. They were: Harry L. Davis, 
Mrs. John L. Wellford, Sr., and John 
L. Wellford. Also present were the 
Rev. Lachlan C. Vass, Sr., a part-time 
minister of the church during its first 
seven years, and his wife. 
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THREE APPOINTEES 
ANNOUNCED BY BOARD 


RICHMOND, Va. — The Board of 
Christian Education has announced 
three staff appointments: an associate 
director of children’s work, a John 
Knox Press sales representative and 
an associate in the camping and con- 
ference program. 


Miss Marian Fisk, Director of Chris- 
tian Education at the First Presby- 
terian Church of Morristown, Tenn., 
will become associate director of chil- 
dren’s work Sept. 1. Miss Fisk is 
a native of Atlanta, Ga., and formerly 
worked at the First Church of Kings- 
port, Tenn., and at Trinity church in 
Montgomery, Ala. 


The new sales representative is M. 
T. Jefferies, a native of Culpeper, 
Va., and former state representative 
for the National Foundation in Flor- 
ida. 


Miss Sara McNeill, long associated 
with modern ideas in camping for 
young people, will become associate 
in junior and pioneer camping in Sep- 
tember. Her last position was as Di- 
rector of Christian Education at 
Shandon church, Columbia, S. C. 


FIVE MINISTERS ADDED IN 
ONE PRESBYTERY MEET 


BLACK MT., N. C. — In what is 
believed to be a record action, Ashe- 
ville Presbytery added five names to 
its roll of ministers during its meet- 
ing in the First Church here, July 26. 
Three of these were ordained men 
received from other Presbyteries, two 
were candidates for licensure and ordi- 
nation. 


The Rev. A. Allen Gardner came 
from Thomasville, Ga., to be pastor 
of the First Church, Asheville; the 
Rev. Robert W. Gray, new pastor of 
the host church, came from Mullins, 
S. C.; the Rev. Joseph Hopper, re- 
tired missionary, was transferred from 
another Presbytery. J. David White- 
sides, newly elected pastor at Sylva, 
and Fred F. Guthrie, called to the 
Franklin church, were examined as 
recent graduates of Union Seminary. 


In other actions, the Presbytery ap- 
proved an “asking” budget of $244,- 
883, representing an increase of near- 
ly 12%; heard Dr. R. T. L. Liston 
of King College, Dr. John R. Cunning- 
ham of the Presbyterian Foundation 
and Dr. K. K. Anderson, Superinten- 


dent of the Nacoochee 


School. 


Rabun-Gap 


The Rev. Ben F. Ormand, pastor of 
the Brevard-Davidson River church, 
served as moderator. 





ALBEMARLE PRESBYTERY 
URGES ALCOHOLISM WORK 


NEW BERN, N. C. — “Particular- 
ly interested and qualified’ communi- 
eants of Albemarle Presbytery were 
urged in a resolution passed at the 
Presbytery’s summer meeting to take 
the initiative in the formation of a 
council on alcoholism in every com- 
munity of over 15,000 population. In 
smaller communities, formation of 
county councils was suggested. 


On recommendation of the steward- 
ship committee, the Presbytery adopt- 
ed a tentative 1961 budget of $210,- 
054, with a total of $95,631 for the 
General Assembly, $70,411 for the 
Synod and $44,012 for the Presbytery. 
Also approved were plans for three 
area stewardship conferences Oct. 
25-27. 


Presbytery also approved an increase 
of $300 in the expense fund of min- 
isters and said a minimum salary 
should be considered $4,000 for a mar- 
ried man and $3,400 for a single man, 
plus $1,100 expenses. 


Moderator nominee for the Oct. 11 
meeting at Washington First Church 
is the Rev. C. Irving Lewis of Golds- 
boro First Church. 


WINS TRIPLE HONOR 


HAVANA, Fla. — (PN) — Victor 
Butler, 17-year-old president of the 
Youth Fellowship of the First Presby- 
terian Church here won unprecedented 
honors at the recent annual state con- 
vention of the Future Farmers of 
America. The youth was named pres- 
ident of the organization, State Star 
Farmer and won the public speaking 
contest. 





Victor was the first in the 32-year 
history of the group to win all three 
honors. In addition, the election to 
president was by the highest majority 
ever. 


His pastor, the Rev. J. W. Conyers, 
Jr., cites him as “an active member 
of our church” and points out that, 
in addition to his leadership in his 
own youth group, he has also served 
as a counselor at the Presbytery jun- 
ior camp. 
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P.J.C. GRANTS REPORTED 


MAXTON, N. C. — A total of 
$9,503 has been granted to date by 
the scholarship committee of Presby- 
terian Junior College to new and re- 
turning students for the session which 


Led 


begins Sept. 7. 


The total of National Defense Stu- 
dent Loans approved to date is $4,900. 
An additional appropriation of $9,000 
is expected from Washington for more 
loans. 





COMPLETES SCHOOL AT 91 


CHARLOTTE, N. C.—Probably the 
oldest member of a Synodical Train- 
ing School to receive both a diploma 
and certificate is Mrs. W. T. Alexander, 
Sr., of Charlotte’s Mallard Creek 
church. 


Mrs. Alexander, 91, was the only 
one of the 408 women registered for 
the North Carolina Synodical Train- 
ing School this summer to get both 
a certificate and diploma. She was 
also presented a corsage from the 
staff. 


She said she expects to attend the 
1961 school also. 





CAMP MEETING CONTINUES 


SMYRNA, Ga. — Smyrna Presby- 
terian Church has sponsored the 124th 
annual edition of the Smyrna Camp 
Meeting, believed to be the only old- 
fashioned camp meeting held anywhere 
in the Presbyterian Church, U. S. The 
meetings were begun 129 years ago 
and have been conducted every year, 
except for the Civil War years. 


Dr. Arthur Vann Gibson, pastor of 
Atlanta’s Morningside church, was 
featured minister this year. 





SIGNIFICANT INSTALLATION 


ASHEVILLE, N. C. — When the 
Rev. A. Allen Gardner is installed 
pastor of the First Church here Sept. 
4, it will be only the second installa- 
tion in nearly 70 years for the church. 


His immediate predecessor, Dr. C. 
Grier Davis, was installed in 1938, fol- 
lowing the pastorate of Dr. Robert F. 
Campbell, who was installed in 1892. 
Dr. Davis resigned last fall to become 
president of the Mountain Retreat As- 
sociation and of Montreat-Anderson 
Junior College. 





1960 


MISSIONARY BRIEFS 


KOREA — The Rev. Homer T. 
Rickabaugh, who is completing a three- 
year short term appointment from 
the Board of World Missions, has 
been granted a life appointment. He 
has served as an instructor in English 
at Presbyterian Seminary, Seoul. 


BRAZIL — The Rev. Langdon M. 
Henderlite of the North Brazil Mis- 
sion will be coordinator of mission 
work in the new Federal District of 
Brasilia. 


CONGO—Miss Alice Longenecker, 
a missionary for 15 years, was to be 
married to the Rev. John B. Vail of 
Gerald, Mo., former Korean mission- 
ary, Aug. 5. 


BRAZIL — The Rev. and Mrs. Ed- 
ward F. Torsch have announced the 
birth of a son in Campinas. 


KOREA — Dr. and Mrs. David Seel 
are returning to the mission here after 
an extended interruption in service. 
Dr. Seel has just been named a Fellow 
of the American College of Surgeons. 


MEXICO — The Rev. Clarence M. 
Bassett will spend his furlough at 235 
Inman Drive, Decatur, Ga. 


CONGO — Going to North Little 
Rock, Ark., for furlough is Miss Eliza- 
beth Templeton. 


JAPAN — The Rev. William F. 
Lautz is returning to the field after 
his furlough in Florida. 





ORANGE PLEDGES FUNDS 


WENTWORTH, N. C. — Orange 
Presbytery approved the action of its 
Church Extension committee propos- 
ing to give $5,000 a year for five 
years to aid in the construction of a 
sanctuary for the Chapel Hill Church. 


At a stated meeting at Wentworth 
and Smyrna Churches, the Rev. C. H. 
Reckerd was elected moderator, suc- 
ceeding the Rev. Carl H. Stark, Jr. 





REVIVAL REPORTED 


GADSEN, Ala. — A week of evan- 
gelistic services has been held at Ward 
Memorial chapel here by the Rev. 
Dale McCord of the Hadden field of 
churches near Livingston, Ala. Morn- 
ing and evening services were held 
each day. The. pastor is the Rev. 
William H. Rose. 
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LAYMAN—from p. |1 


preached a kindly and simple re- 
ligion (found in the Gospels) and 
that St. Paul afterwards corrupted 
it into a cruel and complicated 
religion (found in the epistles). 
This is really quite untenable. 
All the most terrifying texts came 
from the mouth of our Lord... 
In the earlier history of every 
rebellion there is a stage at which 
you do not attack the King in per- 
son. You say, “The King is all 
right. It is his Ministers who are 
wrong. They misrepresent him 
and corrupt all his plans — which, 
I am sure, are good plans if only 
the Ministers would let them take 
effect.” And the first victory 
consists in beheading a few Min- 
isters: only at a later stage do 
you go on and behead the King 
himself. In the same way, the 
nineteenth century attack on St. 
Paul was really only a stage in 
the revolt against Christ. Men 
were not ready in large numbers 
to attack Christ Himself. They 
made the normal first move — 
that of attacking one of His prin- 
cipal ministers. Everything they 
disliked in Christianity was there- 
fore attributed to St. Paul. It 
was unfortunate that their case 


could not impress anyone who had 
really read the Gospels and the 
Epistles with attention: but ap- 
parently few people had, and so 
the first victory was won. St. Paul 
was impeached and banished and 
the world went on to the next 
step — the attack on the King 
Himself.” 


Few who emphasize the love of God, 
at the expense of His holiness and 
justice, realize that in so doing they 
are dishonoring His Person and His 
Work. The love of God in Christ 
can never be appreciated until we are 
confronted with the wrath of God 
against sin iteslf. This wrath is a 
holy wrath, a consuming fire, a spirit- 
ual revulsion against evil of which 
God alone is capable. 


How necessary therefore for man 
to accept God’s viewpoint of sin and 
His provision for the sinner! There 
can be no adequate concept of the love 
of God aside from His holy wrath. 
There can be no faithful preaching of 
the Gospel outside the context of love 
and mercy combined with God’s wrath- 
ful judgment on sin. 


Yes, — God is Love... But He is 
also a Consuming Fire. 





L. N. B. 








A faith 
to live by. 


What we as adults need and what 
we want for our children is a faith 
that means something in our daily 
lives. What we study at church 


can strengthen our relationship 
with God and give new direction 


to life. 


This vital concern for making faith come alive in the 


basic experiences of the life of the child and of the 


adult underlies our Presbyterian Literature. 
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Spooks, 


THE LETTERS TO THE GALA- 
TIANS AND EPHESIANS, THE LET- 
TERS TO THE PHILIPPIANS, CO- 
LOSSIANS AND THESSALONIANS, 
by William Barclay. 2 Vols. The 
Westminster Press, Philadelpia. 253 
pp. $2.50 per volume. 


The Daily Study Bible Series is now 
well-known to Christian students in 
both Great Britain and America. Dr. 
Barclay follows his usual pattern in 
presenting a passage of Scripture in 
a fresh translation and providing an 
introduction and interpretation of each 
book in the form of a simple commen- 
tary. 


Concerning Galatians, Dr. Barclay 
affirms that there is no letter which 
takes us nearer to the heart of Paul’s 
Gospel than Galatians does. The au- 
thor succeeds in making this epistle 
more real and intelligible to us. 


In Ephesians, says Dr. Barclay, we 
have set before us the ideal of the 
Church, and by the study of this let- 
ter we are enabled to realize more 
clearly the greatness of the Church to 
which we belong and the height of the 
Christian life which we are called up- 
on to live. 


Philippians is described as the love- 
liest letter that Paul ever wrote. And 
to interpret it one must realize that 
it was primarily a personal letter and 
not a closely and logically ordered 
treatise. 


Colossians is described as the epistle 
that contains the highest reach of 
Paul’s thought and written to an unim- 
portant town. He shows that by writ- 
ing this letter to deal with prevalent 
heresies, Paul kept Christianity from 
being wrecked and irreparable damage 
done to the faith of the whole Church. 


The letters to the Thessalonians are 
sketched briefly and the author shows 
that the two letters are much like 
each other and probably were written 
within weeks, perhaps days, of each 
other. The second letter was written 
mainly to clear up in this conception 
about the Second Coming. In these 
two letters, says Barclay, “we see 
Paul solving the day to day problems 
which arose in the growing and ex- 
panding Church.” 
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These two volumes will prove a val- 
uable source of information in home, 
church, school and school libraries. 
They are well adapted for the use of 
Sunday School teachers, ministers, or 
for daily study and meditation. 


—John R. Richardson, D.D. 
Atlanta, Ga. 


WHY DID CHRIST DIE? by Fred- 
erick Edward March. Zondervan Pub- 


lishing House, Grand Rapids. 199 pp. 
$2.95. 

The Atonement IS the Christian 
Faith. Eliminate the Atoning Work 


of Christ from Christianity, and it 
becomes just one of “the great world 
religions” with benevolent purpose and 
ethical intention, but without redemp- 
tive power. 


Dr. Marsh has produced a brilliant 
expository study of the Biblical doc- 
trine of our Lord’s atonement. He 
shows that “Christ Crucified” is the 
greatest theme in the universe, “for 
it proclaims the greatest work ever 
performed by the greatest Person, and 
secures the greatest possible ends.” 


The Atonement of Christ affects 
heaven, earth, and hell. Heaven 
satisfied with it, hell is defeated by 
it, and earth is saved by it. Chapters 
treat fully each of these practical 
applications of the atoning work of our 
Savior. 


is 


Dr. Marsh holds fully to the substi- 
tutionary satisfaction view of the 
atonement. He further shows that 
besides the historical misinterpreta- 
tions of Christ’s death, there are 
four practical errors regarding the 
atonement that Christians, especially 
preachers, make. “Some are preach- 
ing a Christ without a Cross; others 
are preaching a Cross without a Christ; 
others are preaching the subjective 
side of the death of Christ and leav- 
ing out the objective side; and there 
are others who are preaching the ob- 
jective side of the atonement and 
leaving out the subjective application 
of it.” 


This is a well-balanced presentation, 
and will give to ministers and Bible 
teachers helpful outlines and Biblical 
word studies from every part of God’s 
Word on the central theme of our 
Christian system. 


Dr. Marsh was a British evangelist 
and Bible teacher, whose early life 
was greatly influenced by the famous 












Scottish preacher Andrew’ Bonar. 
Marsh was greatly used of the Lord 
in Bible Conferences and children’s 
meetings throughout the English 
speaking world. He died in 1931. 


—Rev. John H. Knight 
Smyrna, Ga. 





BOOK BRIEFS 


THE THEOLOGY OF REINHOLD NEI- 
BUHR, by Edward John Carnell. Wm. B. 
Eerdmans Co., Grand Rapids. 250 pp. 
Paper, $2.50. A revised edition of a work 
which first appeared in 1950. The re- 
visions eliminate most of the weaknesses 
and the Reformed student will find here 
a thorough and helpful critique of neo- 
orthodoxy. Probably the best “introduc- 
tion” to the problem of modern theology 
in print. 


THE CHURCH'S MISSION TO THE ED- 
UCATED AMERICAN, by J. H. Neder- 
hood. Wm. B. Eerdmans, Co., Grand 
Rapids. 163 pp. A doctoral dissertation 
prepared under the guidance of J. H. 
Bavinck. A study in communication from 
the standpoint of “mission” as this is seen 
in the Acts, with special reference to the 
sophistication of the educated person. Es- 
sentially the thesis that the Gospel is the 
same at every level of the social order. 


REVIVALS, THEIR LAWS AND LEAD- 
ERS, by James Burns. Baker Book House, 
Grand Rapids. 353 pp. $3.95. A reprint 
of a work which first appeared in 1909. 
The book treats of the conditions of re- 
vival, the circumstances which seem best 
to stimulate revival and the Christian lead- 
ership which God uses to bring revival. 
For everyone hoping and praying for revival 
in our time. 
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MINISTERS 


Miles C. Wood, Statesboro Ga., has 
accepted the call of First Church, 
Talladega, Ala. 


William C. Cumming, from Hugo, 
Okla., to the Northminster church, 
Greenville, S. C. 


David F. Murphy, from Memphis, 
Tenn., to Metairie, La. 


William C. Norris, Jr., from St. 
Bernard, La., to Charleston, Miss. 


T. T. Kirk, Leesburg, Fla., will un- 
dertake graduate work this fall. 


E. A. Jupiter, Orlando, Fla., will 
begin graduate work at Boston Uni- 
versity this fall. 


H. Ray Woody, Buchanan, Va., has 
accepted a call to the First Church, 
Maitland, Fla. 


S. L. McKay, Dallas, N. C., will be- 
gin a new work for the Church Ex- 
tension Committee of Winston- 
Salem Presbytery. 


Julian D. Nesselrodt, Raleigh, N. C., 
has become minister of the Provi- 
dence and Berea churches, Rt. 1, 
Angier, N. C. 


John A. Kirstein, from the Beulah 
church, near Louisville, Ky., to the 
Presbyterian Survey as associate edi- 
tor. 





DEATHS 


Miss Ruth Bosworth See, for sixty 
years of devoted service, a mission- 
ary to Brazil. Died June 26, 1960. 
Buried in Patrocinio, Brazil. 





LETTERS 
ROMANIST FOR PRESIDENT 


That the Democratic pary should 
nominate a Romanist for the Presi- 
dency is tragic . . If Protestants 
would open their eyes, wealth, Ro- 
manism and inexperience would not be 
put into the Presidency. 


—(Rev.) John C. Ramsay 
Laredo, Tex. 


So many do not seem to realize 
the dangers that would beset our lib- 
erties, both religious and political, and 
have forgotten that our nation was 
founded by those fleeing the Catholic 
domination and persecution. What a 
tragic thing it would be for us to 
throw away our Protestant heritage! 
I believe it is our duty to warn in 
love, and believe that much could be 
accomplished if we could have warn- 
ings in pamphlet form to distribute 
before this coming election. 


—(Miss) Susie Turner 
Lynchburg, Va. 





TOO BITTER? 


While I was attending Davidson Col- 
lege in 1947 I read many of the publi- 
cations of the Southern Presbyterian 
Church . . . The only criticism I had 
of such publications was that they at- 
tacked the Roman Catholic Church 
with unwarranted bitterness. 


—John W. Davis 
San Antonio, Tex. 


It helps, from time to time, to be 
reminded that many people see the 
Roman Church as only another harm- 
less religious organization. Having 
been reared in South America and hav- 
ing seen some of the persecution first 
hand about which the General Assem- 
bly this year passed a strong resolu- 
tion, we would observe that such peo- 
ple do not recognize the Church for 
what it is largely because they identify 
individual Roman Catholics with the 
Church they support and obey. We 
have no fear of Roman Catholics. We 
fear very much the Church which con- 
trols them the way you control a 
puppet on a string.—Ed. 





TO ALLEVIATE SHORTAGE OF 
MINISTERS, D.C.E.’S 


What is the Church doing today to 
alleviate the shortage of ministers and 
D.C.E.’s? . . . How many men over 
thirty would be willing to train for the 
ministry but cannot economically af- 
ford to quit work for three or four 
years .. .A partial solution would 
be to have evening and Saturday 
classes for the first two-thirds or three- 
fourths of the seminary curriculum. 
According to the University of Pitts- 
burgh, modern languages can be taught 
in night school. Why not New Testa- 
ment Greek be thus taught? Dozens 
of courses on various subjects are 
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taught in secular night schools. Why 
can’t seminary courses also be taught 
at night? .. . Over the past few years 
I have met or heard of older men who 
heard God’s call to the ministry but 
due to a lack of money. . . had to 
turn their backs on God’s call. 


—E. M. Wililams 
Indiana, Pa. 


Increasing numbers of colleges are 
introducing special courses leading to 
the work of a D.C.E. A few seminaries 
have “extension” classes. At first 
thought, Mr. Williams’ idea seems to 
have merit.—Ed. 





REGARDLESS OF COST! 


Please put the following names on 
your subscription list . . We will 
appreciate your billing us separately. 
We could find no rates listed in the 
Journal but we liked the sample copies 
we picked up so well we decided to 
subscribe regardless of cost. 


—Mrs. J. P. Parker 
Monroe, Ga. 


Looks like we'll have to put the 
rate somewhere else besides on the 
cover.—Ed. 





Am enclosing my check for re- 
newal ... I am well pleased with your 
manner of presenting the Word of 
Truth without wavering and I pray 
God’s continual blessing upon your 
staff as you endeavor to give our peo- 
ple a sense of direction in these days 
of apostasy. 


—H. D. Hannah 
Salem, Va. 


The assurance that many are pray- 
ing for this ministry is one of our 
greatest encouragements.—Ed. 





The Journal is one of my spiritual 
foods besides the Bible and Day By 
Day . . . I loved Dr. L. Ross Lynn’s 
article, “The U. S. Is A Christian Na- 
tion” . . . we may lose our life but 
not God! 


—Charles C. Chang 
Chinese Presbyterian Church 
New Orleans, La. 





Some temptations come to the in- 
dustrious, but all temptations attack 
the idle-—Spurgeon. 





1960 


